“the better side of now”

Ecclesiastes 7:5 – 10
· Many of these “better” saying seem to go against our normal expectations.  

____________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ . 

· On first read, it is not easy to see how the stated conditions are better ___________

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ .

· In our last sermon:  ___________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

· Solomon stated that  _________________________________________________ . 
____________________________________________________________________ .

· Solomon believed that  ________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________.
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
The Relevant Question >  “What is _____________________________?”

1 – ____________________  Better Than  _______________________ .  
2 – ____________________  Better Than  _______________________ .  
3 – ____________________  Better Than  _______________________ .  

1 –  ______________  better than  ______________  

v5 > “It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.”  

· Solomon uses the word “rebuke” to ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· On the other hand ____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· (v5b) The “song of fools”  _____________________________________________ .
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· (v6) The “crackling of thorns” ___________________________________________.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· (v6b) The “laughter of fools”  ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ .
· (v7) The “oppression makes a wise man mad”  _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ . 

· (v7b) The “gift destroys the heart”  _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________

2 –  ______________  better than  ______________  

v8 > “Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof…” 
· Solomon declares the end to be “better”  __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· In the Finish:  _______________________________________________________ .

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· Solomon says that it is “better” to judge something  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· (v8b) The “patient in spirit is better”  ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· On the other hand:  ___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

· (v9) “Do not be quick to anger” __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
3 –  ______________  better than  ______________  

v10 > “Do not say, Why were the former days better than these?  
· In the midst of trouble _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· Solomon is assuring us that ____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· Time dims our memories of the past … __________________________________ .
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· Your yesterdays  _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· True of the matter:  ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· We are living on the Better side of Now:  ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 
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